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Glory be to Jesus Christ!!!
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Sunday February 7th 2016

36th Sunday after Pentecost

Epistle: 1st Timothy 1:15-17

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

Tropar and Kondak Tone 3– Blue Book pg.87 Red Book pg. 102
Now and Ever…
O unashamed Intercessor of Christians,* ever loyal advocate before the
Creator, * do not disregard the prayerful voice of sinners * but in your
goodness * hasten to assist us who trustfully cry out to you: * Intercede
always O Mother of God in behalf of those who honor you.
Weekly Schedule:
Wednesday 2/10 7:20 PM– Moleben (Prayer Service) Followed by
Discovering Orthodoxy Class– Topic: Worship and Life as an Orthodox Christian

Thursday 2/11 9AM– Divine Liturgy for Special Intention
Saturday 2/13 4:30PM– Great Vespers
You may have heard our Bishop say before that there is never an empty seat during the Divine Liturgy. When the
Royal Doors open it is the Kingdom of Heaven come to earth. It is not the earthly Church, but the Heavenly
Church. The Church is filled with all of the Saints and all of the Angels celebrating and worshiping our Lord together.
The following true story is a reminder of just how powerful the Divine Liturgy is, how full Christ’s
Church is at every Liturgy, and how Christ truly is among us!:
"There was once a priest who did not want to serve the liturgy because it was a cold winter day. The temperature
was 10 degrees below zero and the priest knew that the only person who was likely to come to the service was the
chanter. The priest had no idea about the Church’s teaching on the presence of the Triumphant Church and how the
Divine Liturgy benefits the living and the departed. With difficulty he forced himself to go to church. On the way to
church he kept wishing that the chanter would not come so that he would not have to serve and go home. However, the chanter did come.
The priest did the Prothesis (or Proskomedia, the service of preparing the Holy Gifts) in a hurry and began the Divine Liturgy. Shortly after, some bishops, priests, monks and nuns and some lay people arrived. Most of them sat in
the choir section and began to chant so beautifully that the priest forgot about how cold and lonely he was earlier.
His whole body was warm and his whole being was all a flame…. When he did the small entrance he noticed that the
church was full of people – most of them familiar – he did not pay much attention and just continued with the Divine
Liturgy.

When the time came for the Sanctification of the Holy Gifts he saw three bishops, brightly clothed and radiant entering the
Holy Altar. They knelt with him and prayed. The priest then stood up very carefully with fear, took the censer and in a
loud voice said, ‘Especially our All Holy, Immaculate, Most Blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary…’.
The soul of the priest was amazed and filled with divine joy. Peace and heavenly stillness, hesychia, dominated his inner self.
When the time came for the elevation and dividing of the Host (Lamb) the whole church filled with the sweetest melodies.
The whole multitude of people who were present along with the monks, priests and bishops chanted not only once but
many times, ‘One is Holy, One is Lord: Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen’. Next they chanted the Holy
Communion hymn, ‘Taste and see that the Lord is good, Alleluia.’
The priest was wondering what to do. Should he partake of the Holy Communion first or step aside for the three bishops
who were present. Just as he was thinking this, one of the bishops nodded to him indicating that he should receive Holy
Communion and then to Unify and Place the remaining of the portions of the Lamb into the Chalice along with the portions in memory of the Holy Theotokos and the Saints. Having completed this the priest then opened the Beautiful Gate …
and saw no one in the Church… he turned and looked back into the holy altar, he looked to the right, looked to the left,
the bishops had disappeared, he stood there speechless, amazed. He slowly opened his mouth and chanted the next petition, ‘With the fear of God and faith and love, draw near …,’
As the chanter slowly drew near to take Holy Communion. The priest was still amazed, still wondering! The whole Triumphant Church was present. All those present in the church were persons familiar to him, they were persons that had departed from this life and he would from time to time commemorate their names during each liturgy:
‘that’s why they were present, that’s why they all seemed so familiar’, he thought.
As for the bishops in the Altar they were the Three Hierarchs: Saint John Chrysostom, Saint Basil the Great and Saint
Gregory the Theologian.
So many years of study at university, so much research and so many sleepless nights he spent studying and these efforts
were not able to give him not even one drop of the sweetness and divine knowledge that this one Divine Liturgy gave him."
Announcements: Panachida following today’s Liturgy for the soul of Michael Talarovich on the 40th Day of his repose.
It is time for home blessings! Please sign up soon!
If you have yet to do so, please turn in your pledge card for 2016
On Saturday February 27th there will be a meeting of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society at St. Elizabeth’s. The members of this
group are mostly of a Carpatho-Rusyn ethnic back-round, however, everyone is welcomed! Anyone interesting in meeting
new people, joining in prayer for a Moleben, eating foods from Eastern Europe , or learning about Pysanky eggs from our
friend and local area expert Deacon Lazarus. This is a great opportunity to showcase our loving family, beautiful Church,
and the Orthodox Faith with some who may never have experienced it before! The Moleben begins at 10:15 AM. Please
see the poster on the bulletin board or speak with David Novak if you are interested or have any questions.
The Annual Parish Meeting has been postponed by our Bishop– Fr. Matthew will keep you updated as he receives direction.

Prayer List
Evelyn Melnikoff, Fr. John and Pani Betty Jean Baranek, Fr. James Gleason, The Paccio Family, Johanna, James, Herbert and
Mary Schleining , Patricia James, Anna, Basil, David, Dianna, Denise, Alex, Jason, Athanasia, Ethel, Kathy, Lester, Sally, Jack,
Angela , Tyler, Maria, Bezerra Family, Jeff, Lesley, Page Family, Stephen (Blessed Repose), The Blanar Family, Anna (Blessed
Repose), Louise, Emma Rae , The Floyd Family, Phillip (Blessed Repose), Zachary, George, Fred and Helen Mileshko, Robin,
Michael, Dean, Margaret, Jenny and Keith Through the prayers of the Birthgiver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, St. Elizabeth,The Holy Fathers,
and all the Saints, may our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ have mercy on us and save us!

